[Seroprevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection in Malagasy population].
Helicobacter pylori is a worldwide infection. However very few data are actually available on H. pylori seroprevalence in the Malagasy population. We carried out a transversal study in a sample of persons who met the following criteria: older than 15 years old, presence in the medicine internal unit 2 (University Hospital Center of Antananarivo) during the period of the study whatever the reason. H. pylori infection was identified serologically by using ELISA (G.A.P IgG H. pylori ELISA, Bio-Rad, France). Several factors were evaluated including serological status, demographic information, the reason of the presence in the unit, factors influencing H. pylori infection: socio-economic status, siblings, promiscuity consumption of alcohol, use of tobacco, water source and history of gastroscopy. The presence of clinical symptoms, such as dyspepsia and abdominal pain, was determined. Forty-five men and 45 women were included (mean age: 41.8 +/- 3.4 years). The seroprevalence of H. pylori infection was 82%. H. pylori infection was higher in men than in women (p < 0.02). Promiscuity constituted the principal factor influencing H. pylori infection. The seroprevalence of the H. pylori infection appears to be comparable to the rate encountered in developing countries. Considering this high rate of the H. pylori infection, eradication of H. pylori should be commonly recommended when facing gastrointestinal pathologies potentially induced by H. pylori.